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ARTILLERY SiRMON. 3 


ISATAH Iv. 6. 


<3 


—For vroN ALL THE GLropy sHALL BE A DEX 
€ of RENCE. so 


OR the fupport and ¢ f thofe among the. 

_Jeivs, who might eleape the judgments predicted in the ~ ie 
preceding chapter, the prophet in this fortels the ap- ms) 
proach of happier times, and the flourithing ftate of the aa 
true Hrael of God; under the influence and protection of ane 
an illuftrious perfon here called #4, Branch of the Lord. 

After the appe@rance of this divine Branch, the chil- 

dren of Zion, cleanfed from ‘their pollutions by the fpirit : 
of judgment and adorned with vital holinels, thal re- 

joice in all the bleflings of evangelical grace andicon 

folation. The favourable prefence of God with them 

fhall fecure t© them the Continued enjoyment of thefe 

blefings. For his prefence brings" protection and de-~ 
fence to all who are thus favoured. So long 25 he a~ 
abode inthe tMPle at Jerufstem, ahd his vilble glory 
rs was, 


ee ar 


a 


4 


was beheld in the holy of holies, that city bid defiance: 
to, all earthly powers. But, after the voice had been’ 
heard “Ler us prpart HENCE,” its defence was 
gone, its enemies prevailed againft it, and Zion was 
plowed as a field, f 


Tn allufion to the pillar of cloud and fire, the ancient 
fymbol of God’s prefence with Ifrael in the wildernefs, 
it is promifed, with reference to the people of the Mef- 
fiah, The Lord will create upon every dwelling place of 
Mount Sion, and upon her affemblies a cloud and finoke by 
day, and the Srining of a flaming fire by night > The eg 
ang is, that they fhall be as certainly under the divine 
care and guardianthip, as were God’s people of old, 
while favoured with thefe extraordinary figns of his 
Sracious prefence, and fhall as fully experience the hap- 
Py effedts of his Almighty proteétion- For upon all the 
glory fhall be a defence :. Providence will watch for the 
fafety of the church, and « the gates of hell fhall never 
Prevail apainft it? ‘ : 

f the 
Asa 
to cons 


The prophec i refers to the flate o 
chriftian dental wceare hfe of the Meffiah. 
Part of this church we may be allowed, perhaps, ; 
fider the words Of the text as applicable to ourfelves» 
aud be led by them, on the prefer 
ates thofe Genal ae difting 

are t her ds 
remarks on, os Bey. ae e as proper an 


Ceffary to crown thefe advantages 3? 
glory. 


and then, to fome 
d ne- 


$5 principal and ultimate 
however, will be aide’ 


. lefings and. priv 
“ung the worth ot thofe Pee a4 gas 


MVR ict ae as. 1 
ave € latter idea is, indeed, th 


Ign of . z 
by ae difcourfe. This, 


t occafion, into 2) 
uifhing advantages. 
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leges which we have to defend. All thefe are fo many 
motives to the means of defence. And furely no peo- 
ple upon earth can have more, or weightier. That 
their influence may be felt, this Aflembly will allow me 
to fet before them fome of our natural, civil, and re- 


 ligious advantages. 


Had it been left to our own ele€tion, on what part 
of the globe we would have wifhed to fpend the days 
of our pilgrimage here below, we could not, perhaps, 
have chofen better for ourfelves, than Providence hath 
chofen for us. ‘ The lines are fallentousina pleafant 
place, and we have a goodly heritage.” Falling, as our 
country does, within the temperate climes, its inhabi- 
tants are fubjected to the extremes of neither heat, nor 
cold : Bothof which are deemed unfriendly fo these 
man frame, prejudicial not only to the body, but to the 
mind too, as tending to. debilitate, or deaden its pow- 


ers, and jimit its exertions. Philofophers tell us, that 
> 5 tha 


it is in the temperate climates only, ather circumftances 


ing equal, that we are to expe& the prez 3 
pee nan abilities. Upon this principle, thoatt fe 
feel grateful to HIM who “ feparateth the fons 
Adams and divideth to the nations their inheritan, on 
for cafting Our lot ona portion of the earth ea Ces 
favourable to our growth and improvement jy ae 
ever dignifies and adorns the charaéter of sie a at 


lay 
not 
of 


Te is not pretended that the foil which we 4 

snapichnels aug. fertility, that of cultivate, 
countries: In por pa es of the ear: Which i other 
expofed to the fun, there isa greater vas: ic mae 
tations and a more luxuriant and abu of Vege. 
Thefe advantages, however, are Often 
lanced. by poifonous productions 


equals, 


Indant 
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a puttid air, breeding all kinds of difeafe ; and by teme 
pefts, hurricanes, earthquakes, and‘fuch violent ¢edme 
motions of the elements as are frequently fatal’ to the 
wretched inhabitants. Exempt from thefe fatalities, 
our own country is rich in whatever contributes to tlie’ 
fupport and folid enjoyment of life. ~The earth fo far 
repays the labour of the hufbandman, that the horror. 

of famine, often experienced in other Parts of the a 
have never been known hete, aie th 2 


And it isa fignal advahtage in our fj : . 
the Balinitor oe the foil ae alfo its proMcehe that 
the old countries the common people are in 8. Thy 
tenants, having no other right or interefh i, go tak 
which they improve, but leafes from te . 
upon whom they are fo abjetly dence Proprietors; 
are often confidered and treated as 
with the other animals be s 


ty, and a happy mediocrit 
body of the people is con 
manry, who cultivate their 
other dependence but y 
induftry. 


veniencies of life. 'The % 
a Foomiortable fubfite 4 , 
area ity a ee of population whiek hee 
boat. From a fer ay any other country can 
stants and f{cattered planterss _ 


Wy 


ina little more than.a century and an half, we are mul~ 
tiplied into millions. And this increafe is likely to 
continue through the courfe of many future generations, 
‘until the immenfe wildernef§ on our back thall be 
turned into a fruitful field. ~ a 


The progrefs of cultivation and improvement muft 
be greatly accelerated by the mild, gentle and free go- 
vernments which are here eftablifhed. In this refpet, 
thefe States are “ the glory of all lands,” and privileged 
above every other nation. As for liberty, it is a ftranger_ 
hardly known to the reft of mankind. In two quarters 
‘of the globe the found thereof is not heard, nor its 
likenefs feen. If you range through the great empires 
of Afia, and among all the millions that people Africa, 
you will hardly find an individual into whofe mind the 
idea of «a rational, civil freedom has ever entered. Eu- 
rope alone is the enlightened quarter of the world. 
But even inEurope defpotifm is almoft univerfal. The 
governments of France, Spain, Italy, Germanys and Mus, 
€oyy are in general abfolute monarchies- Among the. d 
indeed, a few republicks are interfperfed ¢ But the mott 
of thefe republicks partake ~of the ariftocratick form- 
Venice the moft ancient of them, and once the moft ref- 
pectable, is a pr x arifocracy, the powers of governs 
ment being wholly in the hands of the nobles, inde- 
pendent of the voice, the eleétion, oF the controul of 
the people- In a limited monarchy Britain boafts of 
freedom ; but, confidering how far fhe has deviated 
from thé principles and {pirit of her conftitution—the 
manner-in which her Houfe of Commons 1s eleted, 
and: the influence of the Crown in thofe eleGions, her 
freedom feems but little more than a boalt—a fhadow 
svithout the fubfance. Nor js the government of the 


United Netherlands thought to be much better, conh- 
‘ f dering 


dering the weight of the ariftocratick influence and the 
powers of an hereditary Stadtholder.—In fhort, Liberty, 
banifhed from the other quarters of the globe, has with- 
drawn to the American fhores. In thefe States fhe 
has tea an afylum, and feems to be fixing her refi. 
dence. Her fpirit breathes in, and animates the fevera 
branches of our political conftitutions ; and her featureg 
are ftrongly imprefled on the refpe€tive forms of Zo. 
vernment which have been here conftruéted. "The Reo. 
ple themfelves are made the guardians of thej, S os 
rights; and from them all power originates. ule 
exift not but by their fuffrages ; and the Sreaten. TS 
them are but fervants to the publick, and are | of 
tobe difmiffed from that fervice whenever ti ‘able 
pleafe their mafters. Created by the People, f, dig, 
their fituation, they are made to feel their désdnaes is 
upon their creators. ence 


We have no accounts of any republicks 
cient or modern, in which fuch Principle 
berty prevail. In this refpeét our glory 
of the whole world befides, 


'» Whether ay 
Sof equal 1:2 
outfhines that 


I mean not, however, that our political con 
are perfect. It would be next to a miracle, 
gleto avoid impending danger from one 
did not expofe ourfelves to hazard on t 
Defeats there certainly are in the modes of governmen; 
adopted by thefe States—principally refulting, in the 
opinion of the wife, from the excefs of their Popularity, 


C nftitutiong 
if ina ftrug. 
extreme, We 
he oppofite, 


But do we not hope, ere long, to fee thefe defedg 
happily fupplied and remedied by that admirable form, 
of federal government which is now rearing over the 
whole union ? May God Almighty aid the exertions of 

true 


| 
| 


: Ed 


true patriots in raifing the remaining Pillars of this no- 
ble Stru@ture ! And when completed, may his provi- 
dence fo {mile upon the inftitution, a8 to caufe it to an- 
fwerthe moft fanguine efpe€tationsof its illuftrious fram- 
ers ! May it prove an. effeGtual fhelter from 
hheats and commotions on the one part,and from 
tempefts and invafions on the other ! 


popular 
foreign 


To the latter, indeed, our fituation does not immedi- 
ately expofe us. _ It muft be reckoned amon 
tages of thefé States, that they lie not 
bourhood of any formidable power, 
Jeagues of ocean rolling between us 
ling powers of Europe, leflens the 
jnvolved in their qitatrels. 


g the advan- 
in the neigh- 
A thoufand 
nd the wrang- 
danger of our being 


But, as another circumflance refle 
ed glory upon our country, 


3 diftinguifhed but 
a capacity for thefe improvement, - Which yet he 


ith the means 
the regions of 
tages for culti- 
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to 


Te is a melancholy reflection, that this charg 2 


ter belongs to fo many tribes and nations of the Pottey; 
of Adam. Was it owing to his apoftacy, thay wa 
children who inhabit the regions of Africa, froy, 
tropick of Cancer to the Cape of Good-Hope, who : 
the clans and hords which range the immenfe trag, orm 
the north of Europe, and north-weft of Afi, .S On 
wlio compofe the tribes of Indians that are featie a and 
America, from the north of Canada to the fy isa : 
Magellan ?—Was it owing to the fall of our coms of 
‘anceftor, that thefe his defcendants fuffer fy ch UM 
gradation of their nature, and are funk in de 5} a . 
prutifh ignorance ‘and barbarifm ?—Whatey, “ray 
have been the original, meritorious or judi Sr = 
inly the immediate caufe is thej ICigy “Nay 
certainly heir negleet of 


3 
tion and of all attempts towards mental improyectug. : 


Re, 


on 
c= 
e, 


The main difference in the chara@ers of dj 
nations refults from the neglect aerie improven, = 
thofe powers of reafon which their Creator has Sne 5 
them. In proportion as any people have cy}p8tve £ 
arts and knowledge, they have rifen to diftinaig,"ateq 
eminence. ‘The never fading luftre of the Grecia ang 
Roman name—the figure which they make in the 2hq 
nals of mankind—and the unceafing eclat and ve 
with which they are tran{mitted from one geng 
to another—are all ultimately derived from the i 
ccefs with which they laboured in accy 
letual treafures—in ‘improving theiy Wy 
inindsin polifhing fociety—and civilizing ‘the own 
and barbarous nations around them. ‘To thofe leg, tle 
ancients every fucceeding age, and even the Prefey, Neg 
heed for many of the firft rudiments of knowieg ie 


rg 
Tage 

igo? 
ty and fu’ 


ing intel 
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In the convulfions and revolutions which attended the 
decline and fall of that immenfe fabrick, the Roman 
empire ; the progrefs of fcience, and of the arts of civili- 
zation was not only ata ftand; but many of the im- 
provements which had been already made, were loft. 
Nor did they revive again, until towards the clofe of 
the fifteenth and beginning of the fixteenth century of 
the Chriftian era, Atthis period, many different caufes 
confpired for delivering the underftandings of men from 
the bondage of ignorancee—fuch as the invention of the 
art of printing—the improvements in navigation—the 
extenfion of commerce—the breaking forth of a {pirit 
of induftry, enterprife and inquiry; and above all, the 
yeformation from popery which emancipated the hu. 
man mind from the fhackles of fuperftition, and gave 
{cope to its various abilities. 

From that day to this, knowledge has been rapid- 
ly increafing 5 new difcoveries, new arts and new im- 

rovements have been conftantly adding to former ac- 
until the learning of the prefent age as far 


at of the ancients, as their's did that of the 
* 


quifitions, 
exceeds th 
rude ages which preceded them, 


When our anceftors removed into this new world, 
yght the learning of the old along with them ; 

they, pe fete arrival here, their firft care was, to plant 
and RO ae foil. hey founded collegesand femi- 
it in oe fannie, and formed excellent regulations for 
ort of publick {chools, and a learned, pious 
the fupP }] their different plantations. In confequence 
clergy 1? a care and great exertions for the education 
ei theis 2h raining them up in the various branches 
of you Die pape haat e an deaieiGne 
of wfeful knowledges the growth of the arts and cnn 


; 


@ 
has, from the beginning, kept pace with our other ; 
provements. Knowledge is generally diffufed, and re 
our property and our government, is fhared among fae 
people at large. And though it fhould not be prete 3 
ed that in new difcoveries, and in the number of a 
Te 
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_ original geniuffes, we have exceeded every other Nation 


yet, it is a truth which foreigners wi 3 
the body of the common feaple Neri 
leaft, are the moft enlightened of any other now 2 at 
the globe. In a freedom from many ridiculous ie 
dices, whims and cuftoms, the relicks of gothi Pres. 
barity, or of popifh fuperftition, retained a ba IC bar, 
down from age to age among the common handeg 

Europe—in a freedom from thefe, and for People of 

cation, good fenfe, anda found, enlar, i a goog edy 

ing, the people here are diftinguithed are MY 

fuperiour to, any other people of their = si rife 

in gy 


known world. % 


This is efpecially true wit 

knowledge, and Be sdalteren cae i Teligious 
joying the glorious privileges of the Heh for 

“it be more than feventeen Hiaket a oe al 
religion was introduced and publidies ie, é 
itill the knowledge of it is far from Reias t! : L 
A large proportion of the human eats univerfa), 
this day: The Jews perfift in adhering to pee to 
Mofes : Many of the eaftern nations are the eis aw of 
Mahomet ; and a great part of Chriftendom ciples of 
under the delufions of popery. It is in the epee 
churches only, that the gofpel thines ; and in Sette 
too generally fhines through the milk of Eteeds & 4 
formularies. In the European reformed church Is and 
rights of confcience are too little regarded : eehebes 

- a 

liberty 3 


en- 
Though 
NCE ‘this 
€ World 


a 


13 
liberty too much reftrained. The people are rarely 
allowed to chufe their own teachers : Their teachers 
‘themfelves are entangled and perplexed with human 
articles of faith and forms of fubfeription: And their 
modes of worfhip are frequently encumbered with ufe- 
Jefs rites and ceremonies. From all thefe clogs and 
embarraffments the churches of New-England are per- 
haps the freeft of any in the world ; and in their mode 
of worfhip and method of difcipline approach the near- 
eft to the fimplicity of the gofpel and the forms in ule 

_ with the primitive chriftians. 


We ought never to forget, that for the fake of 
enjoying thefe privileges, and tranfmitting them to their 
childxen, our anceftors encountered all the hardfhips 
and dangers which attended their: emigration into this 
wildernefs. After repeated efforts, they found it im-) 

offible to obtain them in the land of their nativity. 
More than a century elapfed after the reformation, be- 
fore proteftants could be perfuaded to entertain the 
jdea of a religious toleration. he firft. reformers, 
though they renoynced the Pope; yet retained one of 
the worft dregs of popery—a {pirit of intolerance and 

erfecution towards every one who ventured to diffent 
from their creeds, or to profefs what they deemed 
herefy- The contending parties whether papifts or 

roteftants, and the different feéts among each of thefe, 


however oppofed in other refpects, yet, all agreed in this 
one horrible point, “ that it was lawful to extirpate by 


fare and fword the enemies of the true religion,and fuch 
they reciprocally appeared to be in each other’s eyes.” 


eral, were appli- 
s difciples, when 
they 


To them all, and to the age ingen 
gable the words of our Saviour to hi 
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——s 


they would have called for fire from heaven to confume 


a village cf Samaritans: “* Ye know not what fpirit ye 
are of: For the fon of man is not come to deftroy men’s. 


lives, but to fave them.” ‘The people of thefe States 


are happy beyond our forefathers, and beyond all for. 


mer ages of the church, in having found out the mean- 
ing of this text. It is a moft important and interefting 
difcovery—a difcovery of fomething very effential to 
the chriftian temper—a difcovery of the gracious de. 
fign and benevolent fpirit of the gofpel. "This is adopt. 
€d.into all our refpe€tive forms of government, which 
exprefsly provide for the equal prote€tion of all fees 


and denominations, while they demean tl 
good and peaceable fubjefts, = hemfelves ag 


Such, my refpeéted hearers, are th 
diftinguifhing advantages which conftit 
this land. But to crown all thefe 
plete our glory, DEFENCE is p, 
of every bleffing rifes in Proporti 
fecurity which we have for its jo 
And however advantageoufly fituated thefe Stat, wae 

2, to efcape foreign invafion ; yet, if like the ink ae 
ants of Laifh, we dwell carele/s, quiet and Secu ide 
pared for defence; we {hall 


/ A rey unpre- 
1 invite an evil of which 

might otherwife have been in no a 
advantages and privileges which a 


€ peculiar 4 

ute the elon of 
advantages and com- 
leceffary. The Value 
ion to the degree of 
continued en 


danger : And thofe 


glory, may flrongly tempt the ambiti 2 

Nor is it impoflible but that the power, to which we 
were once in fubje€tion, may ftill with to recover its 
loft dominion, and for years yet to come, watch for an 
opportunity to effe& its purpofe. Nor are the otherna- 
tions of the world free from ayar 


ice and ambition, and 
thofe unruly paffions and lufts which occafion wars and, 


fightings. 
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fightings. And while thefe lufts remain, the earth 
will be more or lets, jil/ed with violence. ‘ gees as 
wre all do, of the fame depraved Principle > WE ae 
pe fecure from inteftine commotions, NRE on a 
ufurpations. Among ourfelves Catalines ree ded 
appeared : Antonies and Czefars may ere ong fring 
up- Either bya fareign, or a home-bred ae i 
jiberties may be wrefted from us; if we do We pa 
repared to defend them. A people nena ue 
art of war and deftitute of the qualifications and vu ne 
awhich adorn the charaéter of foldiers, mutt be in c 
s frant danger of falling under the yoke of bondage. 


Nor would our chara&er as chriftians, were it free 
om its prefent defe€ts, and more perfect a bs 
way venture to pretend, prove our fecurity- For a oe 
on all the glory of Chrift’s church a defence #2 Bs = 
OF ted in the text 5 yet our own poate nS oe 
=, order to our receiving the fulfilment o os Pics 
¥ 4” this fenfe moft of the promifes in fcript haiti 
ae: things temporal or fpiritual, are ; 
qed FS Re Church of old, the feed of Jacob, 
eritood. ae Jand of Canaan ; but, in order te 
God Pro rn e einen they were obliged to fight many 
gheit seat and to encounter the dangers and hard- 
Ps yough ye ” tucceflive campaigns. They had alfo a 
pips of many @ion and defence when in pofleffion 
somife of Pre and: but were never fo fenfelefs, as 
suena of the promife without their ous. 
defend themfelves. Hence, 1t ae 
* endeavours to of peace, 10 provide againft the brea king 
ae aes seipheit moft pious as well as patriotick 
> ee vigilant in keeping their country in a 
apes 


2 . ines of arms, Main- 
rming magazines 0 
rate of defence, 10 fo: g mas taining 
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taining garrifons and ftrong holds on their frontiers, 
and cherifhing a military {pirit among their fubje@s— 
teaching then the ufe of the bow and the art of war. In 
the ufe of thefe means good men of old relied upon 
providence for its promifed proteCtion. 


In the fame way chriftians ate to expet the fulfil- 
ment of thofe promifes of defence which are made to 
the church under the gofpel difpenfation. And, in this 
fenfe,thefe promifes have been always underftood. 4 
the religious charaéter of the beft chriftians has + : 
preferved them from the affaults of enemies, fo bil 
has it been confidered by them as inconfiftent sith ‘oa 
profeffion of arms : They have not ferupled ne the 

the fword in their own defence. ° tafp 


No part of the chriftian churc 
age, ftood higher, perhaps, in The age the apoltotick 
mighty, than did the firft fettlers of this es Al- 
‘Were more remarkable for relying upon his aid TY 3 nor 
diligent and fervent in feeking it. This Howe oY more 
Rot preferve them from being expofed es ie did 
Was it confidered by them as precluding the Re Nor 
Providing for their own defence, 2 ceflity of 


é TI a 
their fears and dangers from furr, hey had their ty 


: ‘lal, 
ounding enemies Ss 


_ Great as were the diftreffes and horrours of h 

Mwhich we,a few years fince, were enga a the 
Yet be doubted, whether while fuffering them 
dition in general was fo dreadful as was that eae con- 


at i f Ww 

celtors in fome of their Wi H Our an, 
ars with th 3 - 

land, ? $ with the natives of this 


2 yar 
> it 


Our fart. M . 
fathers were fewin number, remotely {eattereg 
€ 


along 


i7 
The whole country was a thick 


hi eS. sre 
~along thefe thor hh numerous tribes of favages: 


. = it 
pvaldexngls, Buin in whom human depravity and 


Thefe were enemies ™ "ii their naked deformity, 
‘ avickednefs appear’ eed nb de adaitanles of ho. 
ae piel ie or the maxims of civilized fociety. 
i ncy weve perfdiauss inhuman ankcrisl beyond at 
re can eafily imagine- Indifcriminate deftruction v 
pict een ence of war. ‘They knew no a 
_of fex or age. “Human mifery was their highelt tport. 
~ On their wretched captives they infli€ted every, torture 
~ eghich their-barbarous invention could contrive Their 
~ attack was always: furprife: » "Phe dark forefts conceal- 
cd their motions : ¥rom the thicket they fuddenly dart- 
“ed upon the unapprehenifive hufbandman at his laboun* 
“mphey butchered or ‘captivated his diftracted familys 
zifled his houfe, and left it-in flames. In the dead of 
pight, or at the dawn of day, the valt filence. of the 
peighbouring wildernefs was interrupted; and the pats 
_ poop and: favage yell announced to the flumbering un- 
_puarded! village a hoft of .thefe. monfters of cruelty. 


~ Plaving accomplifhed the defolation, they retired with 
fuch celerity, that purfuers knew/not) where to 


find 
ghem, until a repetition of the mifchief im fome diftant 
: fettlement gave the information: 


thefe, and while expofed to) fuch dan- 
among other means of defence, out an- 

1 a oe pane a half fince, honoured with char- 
_ccftorsst veges THE COMPANY OF ARTILLERY, 
SE holete requeft we are now aflembleds .Not mere 
pat and parade, but publick utility was the laudable 
defign of this ancient inftitution. To learn the art of 


war, to-keep alive amartial fpirit, and diffufe aoe in 
the 


{n-times like 
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the country military knowledge, were the purpofes pro~ 
‘pofed by this eftablifhment. The worthy gentlemen 
how compofing it, will {till keep them in view 3 and by 
their example and influence endeavour, that not only 
‘the prefent, but the sifing generation may poffefs all 
_ thofe military accomplitliments requifite to their prov- 
ing able defenders of their country. 


At this jun@ure, our youth are under fpecial ad- 
vantages for obtaining thefe accomplifhments, by hav- 
ing fo many among us able to inftruét them, who have 
feen fo much a€tual fervice—had many years experi~ 
ence in the field—and whofe chara€ters are’ adorned 
“with laurels acquired in the late war. Their know- 
edge and experience mutt greatly facilitate the 
improvements to be wifhed in the ftate of our militia ; 
while their recent example cannot fail to infpire with 
martial ardour the bofoms of our young men. 


Such a country as this, is well fuited to produce acon- 
.tinued race of heroes. Our militia are naturally hardy, 
brave and refolute—not eafily appalled at the profpect of 
difficulties and dangers. And fhould they be well difci- 
plined and inftruted in the art of war, poffefiing a dex- 
terity and.exactnefs in its exercifes and manceuvres ;— 
thould they become, in the language of fcripture, expert 
Ue war—mighty men of valour—fit for the battle; they 
will undoubtedly prove the beft human‘defence. And 
if to thefe accomplifhments they add a publick fpirit, 
the love of their country, juft ideas of its rights and 
privileges, a reverential refpet for jts conflitution 
and Jaws 3 and have -all thefe virtues infpired. and 
animated by a true fenfe of religion ; they cannot fail to 


fender us formidable to all who may attempt to molgit 
nf us. 


£9 


——_ 


sas. At the fame time, the regulations and habits 
of obedience. and fubordination effential ta a well 


_ organized and difciplined militia muft, in their natural 


¢endency, fecure internal tranquility, and prevent {¢- 
ditions and infurrections. 


impreffed with the weight of this motive alone, our 


~ civil fathers will be ever attentive in rendering our mi- 


Jitia laws as perfe& as poffible. Nor will the endea- 
«ours of our Commander in Chief be wanting in. carry- 


gang thefe laws into effect, and giving them the fulleft 


_ energy. Seated in the efteem and affection of this peo- 


Les Dee eCroey advantage for Promoting their welfare > 


Lys plans for improvement Will be received without 


Zealouly or fufpicion, and his orders obeyed without 


urmuring or relu€tance. And } his country 
Sad zeal for its Profperity, nd that love of hi 1 


jftinguifhed a rank anos : s 


It is the intereft, and ought to be the endeavour of 
s all, in our refpeGtive places and ftations, to Bho 
ase and promote, in every fuitable way, oa 
f£ defence. <A fenfe of the good land which heav 
eth given us, and of the glorious. privileges which are 
exe enjoyed, fhould quicken our citizens at large, to do 
jl in their power, towards rendering the continued en- 
Payment of them as fecure and permanent as poffible. 
“gn. concurrence with this care, and with whatever elfe 
yudence may dictate for our own prefervation,we may 
Geek, and hope to obtain, the proreétion and defencg 
of the Almighty. 


T may 
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'-Ymay not put an end fo this difeourfe without .ob- 
*ferving, that’as chriftians we all fuftain’ the character 
‘of foldiers under Chrift Jefus the Captain of our falva- 
tion; and are engaged in a warfare againft Sin and 
Satan, the pollutions that ave in the world, and our 
_own lufts. Expofed to the moft alarming dangers from 
thefe fpiritual enemies, we infinitely need'the defence 
“of heavenly grace. ‘This is promifed in the gofpel’; 
“but here as well as in whatirelates to our temporal 
5 fafety, we are to expect the fulfilment of the promife 
only in concurrence with our own exertions in /friving 
“againft fin, and fighting the good fight of faith. “We are 
accordingly directed to put on the whole armour of Goll, 
and become expert in the ufe of our fpiritual weapons. 
_ And in this way are encouraged to hope for victory and 
triumph, and to be brought off finally more than conquer= 
ours through him awho hath loved us—and given hionfelf 
_ for us—to whom be glory forever. Toei 


